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P
upils from St Anthony’s School in 
Cliftonville got a surprise when 
Amanda Cottrell, chairman of 
Visit Kent and Sarah Sturt, editor 

of Kent Life, turned up for assembly.
They were there were to present a very 

special award to the children who work 
with site manager Richard Walker and  
Sally Parrett of the Pre-Vocational 
Department in creating a wonderful 
wildlife garden within the school grounds.

St Anthony’s School is in an area of  
high socio-economic deprivation  
and poverty, it’s a designated Special 
Educational Behavioural Needs School, 
and has 111 pupils aged between five and 
16, all with varying needs and abilities. 

They have a history of not succeeding 
prior to coming to St Anthony’s, but it’s a 
different picture altogether in the garden.

Here the young gardeners get to use their 
practical skills and not only see the impact 
they have but also enjoy the fruits of their 
labours (the potatoes and raspberries have 
proved particularly popular this year). 

The school’s garden project was started 

in 2006, thanks to funding from  
The Nineveh Charitable Trust, and the 
gardening after-school club has worked 
hard to build and create a wildlife garden 
and a newt pond, which has subsequently  
won numerous gold awards and a silver 
from the Kent Wildlife Trust. 

They have also planted hedgerows with 
linked-in artwork by the arts and crafts 
after-school club, who have worked with  
a local artist to create murals and mosaics 
around the garden with an ecological, 
environmental and horticultural emphasis.

Richard Walker told Kent Life: “This 
project has had a very positive impact  
on our young people, one of whom has 
already said he wants to become a gardener 
when he leaves school and has chosen a 
Land-Based Studies course for Key Stage 4.

“We are also linking with other local 
schools and environmental projects to 
swop ideas, knowledge and plants.”

The cash prize, presented by Amanda 
Cottrell, was a special one created just for 
St Anthony’s, an entrant in the Kent Life 
2013 Garden of the Year Awards.  n

Young heroes Sporting chance

Paralympic icon and world record holder 
Danny Crates lined up nearly 200 young 
competitors for the launch of the Kent 
School Games 2014, organised by KCC’s 
Sport and Physical Activity Service and 
sponsored by Sainsbury’s. 

The games kicked off on 13 November 
with finals of the Kent Schools Team  
Table Tennis Tournament, which saw  
196 competitors from 18 schools 
attempting to ping pong their way  
to victory across 24 table tennis tables  
set up at Medway Park in Gillingham.

The fourth Kent School Games (KSG)  
will offer school children across Kent the 
chance to compete in 35 key sporting 
events from now until July 2014 with  
the competition including everything  
from athletics to rowing and rugby. 

KSG 2014 will culminate in a VIP 
exhibition and competitive showcase  
on 25 June, as part of a 20-day finals 
programme at top sporting venues. 

Paul Carter, Leader of Kent County 
Council, said: “The Kent School Games 
2014 is a dynamic example of the Olympic 
legacy being made a reality. With the 
backing of KCC and thanks to the 
sponsorship of Sainsbury, about 35,000 
young people will be taking part in  
the fourth Kent School Games.

“We are passing on the legacy to  
the next generation of children and  
giving them a sporting chance to get 
competitive, achieve their sporting 
potential and be actively brilliant.”

KSG 2014 embraces all age groups  
and abilities of school children with  
the Primary School Games, the Secondary 
School Games and the Disability Games. 
The organisers are hoping to encourage 
all 700 of the county’s schools to join  
the race in 2014.

To enter, contact your school games 
organiser on Kentsport.org/
SchoolGamesOrganisers or for further 
news and information about KSG 2014 
visit www.kentschoolgames.com and 
follow on  @KentSchoolGames and 
Facebook/KentSchoolGames. Read more 
in your January edition of Kent Life.
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